THE END  OF A REIGN
57
Lord Salisbury was succeeded as Prime Minister by his nephew, Mr. Arthur Balfour, who had long led the House of Commons -with the entire approval of the Unionist party. There were no changes of importance in the Government and outwardly everything went on as before. But great changes were pending which in the next four years were profoundly to affect both the domestic politics and the foreign relations of Great Britain.
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*' '''''u :• i,» • ^''%f^^|^%SlW'^t^i:%^'!"fl"^|^il|ery light soil." He had spoken firmly to the French when Marchand appeared at Fashoda in 1898, but he was only with great reluctance drawn into the competition for points of vantage in the Far East, and he was generally supposed to have felt considerable sympathy with the Boers under the hard driving of his pushful Colonial Secretary, Mr. Chamberlain.
